Math 104

Summer 2007

Instructor:
Jason DeVito

Phone:

(215) – 898-8200

Webpage:
www.math.upenn.edu/~devito

e-mail: 
devito at math dot upenn dot com, thedevitos at gmail dot com (please put MA 104 in the subject line, so I know it’s not spam)

Office:

DRL 4N35

Office Hours:
Wednesday 12-1 and Thursday 3:30-4:30 (or by appointment).   These 

will be held in DRL 2C6 to better accommodate everyone.

Book:

Stewart’s Calculus, 5th edition.  ISBN:  053439339X

A solutions manual covering the odd problems should also be available at the book store.

Lecture: 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 1:00 – 3:10 in DRL 2C6.  It will usually cover two sections of the text per lecture, with a five to ten minute break during the lecture.

Overview:  First and foremost, this is my first experience teaching a class.  I have led recitations before, but never have been responsible for an entire course.  As such, most the course will be corroborated with Andrew Obus’ MA 104 class (he has much more experience than I do).  In that spirit, most of the syllabus will mimic his own syllabus, which can be found at http://www.math.upenn.edu/~obusa/math104syllabus.pdf.  More specifically, we’ll be having tests on the same dates, covering the same material, as his class, having similar homework assignments, etc.

We will be covering most of chapters 6-9, and 11-12 of the textbook.  This is a lot of material to cover in just over a month, so we will be moving quite fast (covering roughly one section for each hour of class).  I strongly suggest you make sure you MA 103 background is strong – a little bit of self review may be necessary in order to keep up.  In particular, I will use many of the results of MA 103 without describing the ins and outs of how to use them.  If you have specific background questions feel free to e-mail me or talk to me during office hours.

Grade breakdown:

HW

 1/6

4 Tests

 4/6 (1/6 each)

Final

 2/6

Drop

-1/6

Total

 6/6

Attendance:  Attendance is vital if you want to do well in this class.  While you do not receive a grade for attendance, I will take attendance records into account when determining final grades.  For instance, if your grade is borderline between a B and a C, and your attendance is good, I will most likely bump you up to a B.

Homework:  Homework will be assigned twice weekly.  The first assignment, due in class on Thursday, will cover Monday’s and Tuesday’s lecture.  The second assignment, due in class on the following Monday, will cover Wednesday’s and Thursday’s lecture.  For now, homework is given during class.  Eventually, I hope to also have it on my website as well.

Homework is VERY important as a tool for solidifying the concepts and ironing out any misconceptions you have with the lecture.  As such, it is very important that you do each assignment, and that you don’t just copy the solutions from the solutions manual.

Homework will usually be checked for completion, though sometimes it may be graded for correctness.

Tests:  There will be four tests, each given during the first hour of class.  They will be on 5/30, 6/6, 6/13, and 6/20.  The lowest test grade will be dropped (hence only 3 counting in the grade breakdown).  If you can’t make a test, it will count as your dropped grade.  If you need to miss more than one, please talk to me about it.

The final exam will be held on Thursday 6/28.  It will be a two hour exam.

Final Grades:  Final grades will be given out in the same manor as in Obus’ class.  Roughly, the top 30% get A’s, the middle 30% get B’s, and the bottom 30% get C’s.  However, if you grade is above a 90%, even if you’re not in the top 30%, you will still get an A.  Similarly, being above 80% guarantees at least a B, and 70% and up guarantees at least a C.

More Help:  If you need more help, consider any one of the following:

1. Use my office hours (Wednesday and Thursday from 3:30 – 4:30 or by appointment).

2. Talk to Isabel in PC lab 1 the basement of DRL (she's there M, Tu, W, Th from 9 -1). Technically she's maple help only, but she has expressed a desire to help in any kind math.

3. Use Andrew Obus' office hours in DRL 3E3A on Tuesday from 3:30 – 4:30 or on Friday from 1-2 or by appointment.

4. Use http://www.math.upenn.edu/ugrad/calc/m104/, the department's webpage for this course.

Leave me comments:  If you'd like to leave anonymous comments regarding my lecture performance, I have set up an email account for you to use.  Just go to www.mail.google.com, and for user name input: ma104comments  password: devito

Simply compose and email and send it to thedevitos AT gmail.com, and I'll receive it (don't worry about the subject or anything – all emails from the ma104comments address will automatically be routed to the proper place in my inbox).

