Math 360 – Dr. Nate Ackerman's class

Spring 2009
Recitation
Jason DeVito

Leader:

Phone:

(215) – 898-8200

Webpage:
www.math.upenn.edu/~devito

e-mail: 
devito at math dot upenn dot com, thedevitos at gmail dot com
Office:

DRL 4N35

Office Hours:
Monday 12-1 and Thursday 10-11
Book:

Principles of Mathematical Analysis by Rudin, ISBN 007054235X (there is a relatively cheap paperback version available on Amazon as well)
Lecture:
Tuesday and Thursday from 12-1:30 in DRL 4C4
Recitation:
Monday (Section 101) and Wednesday (Section 102) from 6-8:30 (PM) in DRL 3C6
Overview:  Math 360 is an introduction to Real Analysis.  So, what is real analysis?  Real analysis is essentially the study of continuity/differentiability/integrability of functions whose domain is real numbers and whose range is the real numbers.  This is a proof based course which will be lighter on computation but heavier on abstract concepts.
Recitation Overview:  Recitation will typically be used to reinforce concepts learned in class, be that through extra excercises or homework help.  Emphasis will be on group work.
Grade breakdown:  Homework will constitute 50% of the grade.  There will be a single take home midterm worth 20%, and a take home final to be given out near the last week of classes worth 30%.
Homework:  Homework will be assigned weekly and collected in class (probably on Tuesday).  I’ll be choosing three problems which I think are characteristic of the homework set and grade those in their entirety.  Each of these three problems will be graded out of 10 points, with roughly half for a clear argument and half for having a coherent argument.  As we’ll just be learning proofs at the beginning of the semester, I intend to be more lenient on grading early in the semester.  Another 10 points will be given as a completion grade (so each homework set is worth a total of 40 points).
Undergraduate Colloquium:  Through out the semester, there will be opportunities to attend undergraduate colloquium.  These are hour long mathematical lectures aimed at the undergraduate level (with pizza following them).  Colloquium can be used as an extra credit in the following way:  For each one you attend, write out a one page paper describing the main concepts of the talk.  I’ll grade them on scale from 0-2 on clarity and how well you grasped the concepts in the talk.  A score of 0, unfortunately, will net you nothing.  However, if you score a 1, then your lowest homework score will be replaced by the average of your top 6 homework scores.  If you score a 2, then your lowest homework score will be replaced by the average of your top 4 homework scores.  Further, each undergrad colloquium you attend will give you the possibility of dropping an assignment (so you may possibly drop as many assignments as there are undergrad colloquiums this semester).
Midterms/Final:  You’ll know what I know once I know it.  So far, all that I know is both are take home.
Students with Disabilities:  If you are a student with a disability, we are more than happy to accommodate your needs.  That said, we need the proper paperwork (which can be obtained via Weingarten Learning Resource Center) in order to a) be (legally) allowed to aid you and b) know how to best accommodate you.

Religious Holidays:  We are more than willing to accommodate any religious needs you have.  All that we ask is that you let us know (in writing or via email) during the first and second weeks of classes.
