
1. Sheaves

1.1. Presheaves. We begin with presheaves. A presheaf may be defined for any concrete
category, examples of which include commutative rings, vector spaces, and abelian groups.
A presheaf F of a category (abelian groups) on a topological space X is an assignment of
an abelian group (object of the category) F(U) to each open set U ⊂ X. In addition,

(1) to each V ⊂ U , a morphism (group homomorphism) rUV : F(U) → F(V ) called the
restriction morphism, satisfying

(2) rUW = rUV ◦ rV W for each W ⊂ V ⊂ U , as well as rUU = idF(U) (0 for abelian
groups).

Elements of F(U) are called sections. Unless explicitly noted, we will consider sheaves of
abelian groups from now on.

Example 1.1.1. On a topological space X, we define Z(X), R(X), and C(X) to be constant
Z−, R−, and C−valued functions on X. On connected spaces, these presheaves are also
sheaves (see example 1.2.1). ♦

1.2. Sheaves. A sheaf on X is a presheaf F on X satisfying two additional properties.
Given a covering {Ui} of U ⊂ X,

(1) if σ is a section of F(U), and σ|Ui
= 0 ∀ i, then σ = 0, and

(2) (gluability) given σi ∈ F(Ui) satisfying

σi|Ui∩Uj
= σj |Ui∩Uj

∀ i, j,

then there exists a σ ∈ F(U) such that σ|Ui
= σi ∀ i, and by (1), σ is unique.

Categorically speaking, we would say that given compatible elements σi (in the sense of (2))
on a cover, there exists a unique element of the sheaf F(U) which restricts to each of the
given σi.

Example 1.2.1. For an easy example of a presheaf which is not necessarily a sheaf, let’s
consider the constant sheaf on a space X. Given an abelian group A, we set A(U) = A
for all U ⊂ X open. The restriction maps are simply the identity element of A. If X is
a disconnected space with X = U ∪ V , the presheaf A(X) is not a sheaf. Given any two
distinct elements a, b of A, they may be taken to be sections A(U) and A(V ) respectively.
The sections satisfy σU |U∩V = σV |U∩V trivially, but obviously do not ‘glue’ to a global section
(a section of F(X)). ♦

Example 1.2.2. Commonly seen sheaves (from [GH78]).
Sheaves on a C∞ manifold M :

• C∞(U), C∞ functions on U
• C∗(U), nowhere vanishing C∞ functions on U (a multiplicative group)
• A

p(U), C∞ p-forms on U
• Z p(U), closed C∞ p-forms on U .

Sheaves on a complex manifold M :

• O(U), holomorphic functions on U
• O∗(U), nowhere vanishing holomorphic functions on U (a multiplicative group)
• Ωp(U), holomorphic p-forms on U
• Ap,q(U), C∞ (p, q)-forms on U
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• Z
p,q

∂̄
(U), ∂̄-closed C∞ forms of type (p, q) on U .

• IV (U), holomorphic functions on U which vanish on V ∩ U

• O(E)(U), holomorphic sections on U of a holomorphic vector bundle E
π
→ M .

We may also notice that the sheaf O is equivalent to sections of the trivial (complex) line
bundle.

Example 1.2.3. Extension by zero. Given a sheaf F(N) on a subspace N of M , we may

“extend F by zero” to a sheaf F̃ on M : for U ⊂ M open, define

(1) F̃(U) = F (U ∩ N).

It is easy to check that F̃ is a sheaf. ♦

Example 1.2.4. The Skyscraper sheaf. Let X be a space, with p a point in X. Take the
sections as follows: If p ∈ U ⊂ X, then S(U) = C, and if p /∈ U , S(U) = {0}. It’s easy to
see that this defines a sheaf, and that the support of the sheaf is the point p. ♦

Example 1.2.5. Direct Image Sheaf. Let f : X → Y be a continuous map of topological
spaces. Then a sheaf F on X induces a sheaf on Y by

(2) (f•F)(U) = F(f−1(U)),

where U is an open set in Y . ♦

Example 1.2.6. Subsheaves. A subsheaf of a sheaf F is a sheaf F ′ where on each open set
U , F ′(U) is a subgroup of F(U) and the restriction maps are inherited from F . ♦

Example 1.2.7. The sheaf O(k). Consider the presheaf on Pn defined by

(3) O(k)(U) =
{
f ∈ O(π−1(U)) | f(λx) = λkf(x) ∀ λ ∈ C

∗
}
,

where π : C → Pn is the quotient map. The set of holomorphic homogeneous polynomials
of degree k forms an additive abelian group, so we see that O(k) is a subsheaf of the direct
image sheaf π•O. ♦

1.3. Sheaf and presheaf maps. For this section, take X to be a topological space, and
U ⊂ X open. A map of presheaves α :F → G on a space X is a collection of homomorphisms

(4) {αU :F(U) → G(U)}U⊂X ,

such that

(5)

F(U)
αU−−−→ G(U)

rUV

y
yrUV

F(V ) −−−→
αV

G(V )

commutes for all V ⊂ U open. A map of sheaves is then a map of the underlying presheaves.
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Example 1.3.1. Given a map of presheaves α :F → G, we define the following presheaves

ker(α)(U) = ker(αU :F(U) → G(U)

coker(α)(U) = coker(αU :F(U) → G(U)

im(α)(U) = im(αU :F(U) → G(U)

♦

Proposition 1.1. Given a map of sheaves α :F → G, Ker(α) is a sheaf.

Proof. We check that the two extra properties of a sheaf are satisfied:

(1) Let σ ∈ Ker(α)(U) ⊂ F(U), and U = {Ui} be a covering of U . Then σ|Ui
= 0 implies

that σ = 0 since F is a sheaf.
(2) Assume that τi ∈ Ker(α)(Ui) agree on overlaps. Since α is a sheaf map, we have

α(τi) = α(τ)|Ui
, and since G is a sheaf, we can glue; α(τ) = 0, so that τ ∈ Ker(α)(U).

�

While the kernel of a sheaf map always satisfies the properties of a sheaf, the cokernel and
image presheaves may not. Given sheaves Z and C∞, for U ⊂ X we have the inclusion

homomorphism Z(U)
iU−→ C∞(U), and the exponential map C∞(U)

e2πi

−→ C∗(U). Take
X = S1 and cover it with open sets U = (−ǫ, π + ǫ) and V = (π − ǫ, 2π + ǫ).

Proposition 1.2. The image presheaf U 7→ (im e2πi)(U) is not a sheaf.

Proof. Näıvely, this sheaf should be all of C∗, but as we shall see, sections in the image may
not glue properly. The exponential map on each open set gives a map of presheaves

(6) C∞(U)
e2πi

−→ C∗(U).

The problem comes from trying to interpret this as a map of sheaves. We examine sections
of the sheaf C∞:

fU : θ 7−→ θ − ǫ < θ < π + ǫ

fV : θ 7−→ θ π − ǫ < θ < 2π + ǫ.

with fU |U∩V 6= fV |U∩V

Clearly we have that

(7) p(fU)|U∩V = p(fV )|U∩V ,

which implies that we should be able to glue to a global section of the image presheaf. It is
also clear that no such section exists, so the presheaf im e2πi is not a sheaf. �

1.4. Sheafification. The problem in the above example was that the open sets we chose
were “too large”. To remedy this, we define something “very local”.

Definition 1.4.1. The stalk Fp of a presheaf F at a point p is defined to be

(8) Fp ≡
{(U, s)|U open and p ∈ U, s ∈ F(U)}

(U, s) ∼ (V, t)
,

where (U, s) ∼ (V, t) if there exists a W ⊂ U ∩ V open such that s|W = t|W . If our presheaf
is O, the stalk is simply germs of holomorphic functions at a point.
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The stalk at a point is an abelian group, with addition defined as follows:

(9) (U, f) + (V, g) = (U ∩ V, f |U∩V + g|U∩V ).

Given some σ ∈ F(U), we write σp for the image of σ in Fp.

Example 1.4.1. Given a subsheaf F ′ of F , at any point p, the stalk F ′
p is a subgroup of

the stalk Fp. ♦

Example 1.4.2. Given a skyscraper sheaf with support at the point p, the stalk of the sheaf
at p is C, while the stalk at any other point is {0}. ♦

Now we are ready to define the sheafification F+ of a presheaf F .

Definition 1.4.2. The sheafification of F on an open set U is the set of all functions
s :U →

⋃
p∈U Fp satisfying

(1) s(p) ∈ Fp

(2) for all p ∈ U , there exists an open neighbourhood W ⊂ U of p and a section t ∈ F(W )
such that s(q) = t|q for all q ∈ W .

The process of sheafification forces you to not consider large open sets, but to examine germs,
which are very local, and match them around the set. We can now define the sheaves Im(α)
and Coker(α); they are the sheafifications of the presheaves im(α) and coker(α), respectively.

1.5. Exact Sequences of Sheaves. A map of sheaves φ :F → G is injective if Ker(φ) = 0.
Note that φ is injective iff the maps φ(U) :F(U) → G(U) are injective for all U ⊂ X open.
The sheaf Im(φ) is defined to be the sheaf associated with the presheaf image of φ. Im(φ)
may be identified with a subsheaf of G, and so we define φ to be surjective if Im(φ) = G.
Recall that a complex (of sheaves) is a collection of sheaves Cn and maps φn : Cn → Cn+1,
usually written

(10) · · ·
φn−2

−→ Cn−1
φn−1

−→ Cn
φn
−→ Cn+1

φn+1

−→ · · · ,

with the property that ker(φn) ⊂ im(φn−1). This is a fancy way of saying that φn ◦φn−1 = 0
for all n. An exact sequence is a complex where ker(φn) = im(φn−1).

Definition 1.5.1. A map of (pre)sheaves α is an isomorphism of (pre)sheaves if each ho-
momorphism αU is an isomorphism.

Example 1.5.1. Let 0 denote the constant sheaf of the abelian group {0}. If we have a
short exact sequence of sheaves 0 → F → G → 0, then F ≃ G. ♦

Example 1.5.2. If we have a short exact sequence of sheaves 0 → E
α

−→ F
β

−→ G → 0,
then G ≃ Coker(α) = F/E . ♦

2. Čech and Sheaf Cohomology

2.1. Cochains and the coboundary operator. We begin by defining cochain groups:

(11) Cp(U ,F) =
⊕

F(Ui0 ∩ Ui1 ∩ · · · ∩ Uip)

An element σ ∈ Cp(U ,O) is a collection of sections on p + 1 intersections, and is called a
p-cochain.
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Example 2.1.1. For the sheaf of homomorphic functions, F , the first few cochain groups
take the form

C0(U ,O) =
{
fα ∈ O(Uα)

}

C1(U ,O) =
{
hαβ ∈ O(Uα ∩ Uβ)

}

C2(U ,O) =
{
gαβγ ∈ O(Uα ∩ Uβ ∩ Uγ)

}
.

(12)

♦

Now, we define a coboundary operator

(13) δ :Cp(U ,F) → Cp+1(U ,F)

by the formula (for σ ∈ Cp(U ,F))

(14) (δσ)io,...,ip+1
=

p+1∑

ℓ=0

(−1)ℓσio,...,̂ıℓ,...,ip+1

∣∣∣∣∣
Ui0

∩ ···∩ Uip+1

.

In words: the image of σ under δ on the intersection Uio,...,ip+1
= Ui0∩ · · ·∩Uip+1

is the alter-
nating sum of σ on Uio,...,̂ıℓ,...,ip+1

, where the ı̂ℓ denotes Uiℓ is excluded from the intersection.
Cochains σ which satisfy δσ = 0 are called cocycles, and if σ = δτ for some τ , σ is called a
coboundary. One may check that δ2 = 0 ∀ p.

Example 2.1.2. Let U =
{
Uα, Uβ, Uγ

}
, with Uα ∩ Uβ ∩ Uγ 6= ∅. Then, for σ ∈ C1(U ,F),

we have
(δσ)αβ = σα − σβ ≡ ταβ

and

(δτ)αβγ = τβγ − ταγ − ταβ

= σβ − σγ − σα + σγ + σα − σβ = 0

(15)

♦

If we define Zp(U ,F) = Kerδ ⊂ Cp(U ,F), we will have the pth Čech cohomology group

(16) Ȟp(U ,F) =
Zp(U ,F)

δCp−1(U ,F)
.

Let us examine properties of the Čech cohomology groups. We note that since there are no
“-1” forms, for any cover U of M , Ȟ0(U ,F) is composed of those cochains which match on
all intersections of the cover; that is, global sections of the sheaf. Thus we have that

(17) Ȟ0(U ,F) = F(M).

True sheaf cohomology is defined in terms of derived functors. However, in some cases sheaf
and Čech cohomologies coincide.

Theorem 2.1. Let H0(U ,F) denote the 0th sheaf comology. Then, Ȟ0(U ,F) ≃ H0(U ,F).

Theorem 2.2. (Leray) Given a covering U , if H i(V,F) = 0 for any finite intersection
V = Ui1 ∩ · · · ∩ Uin, then for all i ≥ 0

(18) Ȟ i(U ,F) ≃ H i(X,F).
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Such a cover is known as acyclic.

Definition 2.1.1. A sheaf is flasque if sections on open subsets always extend to the whole
space.

Theorem 2.3. For a flasque sheaf, Ȟ i(U ,F) = 0 for all i ≥ 0, and sheaf and Čech cohomology
are identical.

2.2. Long Exact Cohomology Sequences. The goal of the next subsection is to show
that an exact sequence of sheaves

(19) 0 → E
α

−→ F
β

−→ G → 0,

on a paracompact space M induces a long exact cohomology sequence

0 → H0(M, E) → H0(M,F) → H0(M,G)

→ H1(M, E) → H1(M,F) → H1(M,G) →

...

→ Hp(M, E) → Hp(M,F) → Hp(M,G) → · · ·

(20)

(Paracompactness is a technical assumption, see [Hir78] §2.8. This is not much of a restric-
tion, since manifolds are by definition paracompact). Given the sequence (19), we will have
maps of the cochain groups. Since they are homomorphisms, these maps commute with δ,
and so give maps of the cohomology groups

Cp(M, E)
α

−→ Cp(M,F) Cp(M,F)
β

−→ Cp(M,G).(21)

Hp(M, E)
α⋆

−→ Hp(M,F) Hp(M,F)
β⋆

−→ Hp(M,G).(22)

Now we need a map δ⋆ : Hp(M,G) → Hp+1(M, E). Take an section σ ∈ Cp(M,G). β
surjective implies that we can find a τ ∈ Cp(M,F) such that β(τ) = σ. Since β commutes
with δ, β(δτ) = 0.

(23)

E F G

Cp(M, •) τ
β

−−−→ σ

δ

y δ

y

Cp+1(M, •) µ
α

−−−→ δτ
β

−−−→ 0

δ

y δ

y

Cp+2(M, •) δµ
α

−−−→ 0

Finally since α is injective, we can find a µ ∈ Cp+1(M, E) such that α(µ) = 0. Again we
have that δα(µ) = α(δµ) = 0, and α injective implies that δµ = 0. Thus we can take

(24) δ⋆σ = µ ∈ Hp+1(M, E),

and we have the desired result that (20) is exact.
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2.3. Vanishing theorems. Vanishing theorems, coupled with long exact cohomology se-
quences, give us extremely powerful techniques for computing cohomology groups.

Theorem 2.4. (∂̄−Poincaré Lemma) If ∆(r) is a polycylinder (a complex ball) of radius
r in Cn, Hp,q

∂̄
(∆) = 0 for q ≥ 1. Note that r may be taken to ∞, so that ∆ = Cn.

Proof. See [GH78], §0.2. �

Definition 2.3.1. A sheaf S is fine if for every locally finite covering of the space by sets
{Uα}, there exists a collection of endomorphisms {φα} of the sheaf so that φαsx = 0 if
x 6= Uα, and so that

∑
α φα = idS .

What this means is that we can find a partition of unity surbordinate to some locally finite
cover: that is, for U = {Uα}, maps ηα : F(Uα) → F(U) such that the support of (ηασ) is
contained in Uα and

∑
ηα(σ|Uα

) = σ ∈ F(U).

Theorem 2.5. If F is fine, Hp(M,F) = 0 for p > 0.

Proof. See [GH78], §0.3. �

2.4. Čech -de Rham isomorphism. By the ordinary Poincaré theorem, the long sheaf
sequence

(25) 0 → R
i

−→ A
0 d
−→ A

1 d
−→ A

2 → · · ·

is exact. Thus, we will have short exact sequences

(26) 0 → R
i

−→ A
0 d
−→ Z

1 → 0

and

(27) 0 → Z
p i
−→ A

p d
−→ Z

p+1 → 0

for all p. Now, (26) induces the long exact sequence

(28) 0 → · · · → Hq(M, Ap) → Hq(M, Z p+1) → Hq+1(M, Z p) → Hq+1(M, Ap) → · · ·

and since Ap is a fine sheaf, Hq(M, Ap) = 0 for all q > 0, p ≥ 0. Thus,

(29) Hq(M, Z p+1) ≃ Hq+1(M, Z p).

Similarly, the exact sequence (27) induces the long exact sequence

(30) 0 → · · · → Hq(M, A0) → Hq(M, Z 1) → Hq+1(M, R) → Hq+1(M, A0),→ · · ·

so that Hq(M, Z 1) ≃ Hq+1(M, R) for all q > 0. Thus, we have that
7



Ȟp(M, R) ∼= Hp−1(M, Z 1)

∼= Hp−2(M, Z 2)

...

∼= H1(M, Z p−1)

∼=
H0(M, Z p)

δH0(M, Ap−1)

=
Zp(M)

dAp−1(M)

≡ Hp
DR(M).

(31)

Similarly, we have the Dolbeault Theorem:

(32) Hq(M, Ωp) ∼= Hp,q

∂̄
(M).
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